minutiae of how these issues are manifested in the tourism contexts in question such as marketing images, roads and signage, construction and urban planning, the uses of language, the invention of histories and heritage, and the mobility of people, money, and goods across borders are vividly laid out and analyzed. The cases have global relevance and the issues are well known in the peripheral North Atlantic region that I call home.
Culture and Society in Tourism Contexts is Volume 17 in the Tourism Social Science series published by Emerald; as many of its predecessors, it proves the old adage that one should not judge a book by its cover. This is an engaging and thought-provoking text not just for tourism scholars and practitioners but for anyone interested in contemporary culture and cultural studies. Second home tourism has been an issue of discussion for years among tourist experts, real estate agents, and politicians. However, the topic has not received much attention in academic circles and Second Home Tourism in Europe is therefore a welcomed addition to the tourism literature. In twelve chapters, the book brings together a wide range of studies from twelve European countries. It sets out to highlight recent insights about the spatial diversity and social complexity that comes with second home expansion in Europe in the context of mobility patterns induced largely by tourism. The book is a compendium of recent research that incorporates issues such as planning and policy, leisure class mobility and recreation-based lifestyles, socio-economic and territorial development perspectives on social change, and trans-European coverage of second home impacts across Europe. The multidisciplinary nature of the book has to do with the fact that second homes are not always linked directly to tourism and leisure activities. Thus, the book fills a gap in the literature on second home tourism.
Guðrún Helgadóttir
The editor briefly introduces second home tourism and its contribution to social science, spatial planning, and public policy. However, most of the introduction is made up of lengthy summaries of each chapter. This academic book collects studies bound together by a geographical location rather than a theme (other than the quite broad theme of second home tourism in Europe) and is not intended to be read from cover to cover. Instead of evaluating the book as if it were a homogenous volume, maybe it merits being approached through its range of contents, which readers seeking information on specific subjects will find valuable.
Second Home Tourism in Europe examines key dimensions of the second home challenges from a tourism perspective: owners' conditions, perceptions and roles, location factors, criteria and patterns, expansion drivers, and public policy choices. Some of these issues have been examined separately in other books and journals. The expansion of second homes is an important feature of land use and landscape change in many locations mentioned in this book. The common denominators of the twelve chapters in this book include: problems of definition and measurement of the second home phenomenon; the diversity and complementarily of authors' approaches; age and use of second homes; today's naturalistic and holiday utopias and their eco-social impacts evident in the ''landscapes'' of second homes; the role of heritage in their distribution; and, the importance of geography of amenities and of historical and cultural dimensions. Some of the research focuses on eco-social
